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Broadleaf Weed Control 
 

what’s considered a broadleaf? Broadleaf weeds are characterized by their 

dicotyledons during germination. Essentially if it is not a grassy weed, it is probably a broadleaf 
weed. Typically, we think of dandelions, clover, violets, thistle, and many others. 
 

what are my options for control? Broadleaf weeds can be controlled using 

a selective spray, or granular products. Both the granular and the spray are similar in 
composition, it just comes down to application process. 
 

granular (weed and feed): Granular weed control products often come as a 

combination with fertilizer, or a weed and feed. Weed and feed products are put down just like 
other fertilizers. They need to be put down when the leaves of the plants are wet, ie dew in the 
morning or after rain, and need 6 hours of dry weather. This allows the herbicide to be taken in 
by the weeds. Convenience is often the major driver for weed and feed products. The control 
often is not as good as a sprayed herbicide, but it is acceptable. 
 

spray: Spraying your weeds with a back pack sprayer or pull behind sprayer will give you 

the best weed control possible. Because the herbicide is in a solution, you will get better 
coverage than the granular products. Spraying does require a bit more work and equipment 
than granular fertilizers. Remember that not all sprays are created equal. You need to make 
sure you have a broadleaf selective herbicide such as Triplet. 
 

other thoughts 
• No matter which direction you choose for weed control, the herbicide will effect seedling 
germination. If you plan to be doing seeding, you need to wait a minimum of 4-6 weeks after 
herbicide application. 
 
• Spraying can be weather dependent. Spray when wind speeds are minimal to avoid drift 
damage. Also most products are labeled for use when the temperature is under 85°F. Excess 
temperatures can cause damage to your lawn. 
 
• Always follow the label when using pesticides. 
 
• The best time of the year for weed control is during the fall when the perennial weeds are 
preparing for winter dormancy. However, the spring is when the weeds are most visible. 
 
• Make sure to allow all herbicides, liquid and granular, time to soak in before mowing your lawn. 
It is suggested to allow 2-3 days for the herbicide to make its way through the plant. 
 

• When using a spray, consider using a surfactant for better penetration into the weeds. 
 


